
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT AND OVERVIEW 
  2010 Review 2011 Preview 
 

 

 

This articlehas appeared previously in a special section of the Morning Sentinel  high lighting Skowhegan..  With sucha  

positive response and seeing how it is a great overview of the year and a nice preview, we fel it fits perfectly in this issue.  I 
hope you enjoy it.   -CK 

 

S.O.S.- Share Our Story 
By Cory King 

Executive Director, Skowhegan Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

Many Skowhegan residents can tell you that there is only one Skowhegan in the world.  Itõs true- no 

other city, town or village in the world is called ôSkowheganõ- we are quite literally one-of-a-kind.  Many 

residents could tell you too that the name of the town literally means, òA Place to Watchó which not 

coincidentally has been the slogan of the town for years.  By themselves those are two pretty remarkable 

facts and a solid beginning for a compelling story.  However, as much as that slogan and those words 

ring with absolute truth, you rarely hear them used.  There are only two possible reasons as to why 

these words have not been shared more often- either they are not true or they are not believed to be 

true. Since we know the words to be true, then the answer is there is a lack of belief behind them- thatõs 

where the Chamber of Commerce comes in.   

 

Itõs the trap that most people fall into- we all do it- we forget to stop and smell the roses.  In a hyper-fast 

world of instant contact and technology, overbooked schedules, school activities, double shift work, 

three jobs per person and no lunch breaks- we forget to stop and look around every so often.  We take 

for granted all of these aspects of our community that make it 

great.  I share these aspects to sell our community daily, to tell 

our story and help bring in new and exciting opportunities.   

What I need to do is to help the residents see it and believe it 

too. Give a man a fish and he eats for a day, teach a man to fish 
and he eats for a lifetime.  This single article however, cannot 

encapsulate what makes this region vibrant and no article that I 

write could include everything that makes our region great, but 

let me give some examples of what I see.  Here are ten signs 

that indicate that the Skowhegan area will be a promising region 

for economic growth in 2011. 

 

Ten Signs of Potential Economic Growth in 2011 

 
Less vacant commercial properties around.  In the past several 

months alone, Empire Grill has transformed into M Pad Thai 

Restaurant, The Kennebec Bar & Grill (formerly The Candle-

light) has been purchased, the Solon Mill  
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Communicator Ad Prices 
 

Be seen and communicate directly with the 

membership right here 
 

Black & White Ads 

Size               Price per issue* 

1/8 Pageï  Bus. Card  $ 20.00 
1/4 Page    $ 35.00 
1/2 Page    $ 65.00 

      

       Color Ads  
1/8 Pageï Bus. Card  $ 40.00 
1/4 Page    $ 55.00 
1/2 Page     $ 85.00 

 
NEW RATES FOR: Inserts 

If copies are printed for us  $ 60.00 
(Up to 250 Copies)  

If we need to run off 300 copies   

 Black & White   $90.00 

 Color    N/A  

Discounts 
 

Year-long Buy Special (6 issues) available with  
20% discount 

Half-year Buy Special (3 issues) available with 
10% discount 
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inserts in one edition, you get he second half off 
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downtown is under contract and Charrierõs Restaurant is cur-

rently under renovation and will be opening as a new estab-

lishment. 

 

More new businesses.  Has anyone noticed the new wine 

and cheese store on Madison Avenue or the childrenõs 

clothing store on North Avenue?  Not to mention, Tractor 

Supply Company, Community Cellular (U.S. Cellular), 

Olympia Sports and Label Shoppers (and thatõs all in one 

plaza!) 

 

Expanding businesses.  T&Bõs Celebration Center and 
T&Bõs Tavern is opening a new location in Waterville.  

Kniffinõs Custom Meats is adding onto their building and 

will be offering deli foods to order next summer.  Redington

-Fairview General Hospital is adding more doctors on staff 

in the new state-of-the-art medical office building.  Skow-

hegan Press had to move to a bigger building in Skowhegan 

to accommodate their growing needs.  

 

The emergence of new leaders.  In the past couple of years 

we have lost individuals who have helped shape our commu-

nities, like Maitland Richardson and Alton Whittemore.  In 

their absence, new leaders have come forward to honor 

them and pick up where they left off by continuing to lead us 

forward.  These new stewards are now responsible for carry-

ing our community successfully into the future, and I believe 

they have shone the ability to do just that. 

 

The emergence of new business leaders.  Our community 

has lost some business owners to retirement, such as Larry 

Charrier and Duane Burbank of Skowhegan Fleuriste.  

However, the owners of The Bankery, Matt and Mike, took 

over the Fleuriste space and have just finished a remodel 

combining the two businesses and they are seeing positive 

initial gains as the two businesses complement one another 

so well. 

 

The emergence of community leaders.  This past year Main 

Street Skowhegan hired a new executive director, Jen Olsen, 

a motivated professional who lives in town and is a cham-

pion for both downtown Skowhegan and the entire region.  

Her leadership skills are a valuable asset and will assist our 

community in moving forward.  Her branding initiative is 

something that is helping to bring our community together 

and forge ahead like very few projects have and will be one 

of the biggest tangible changes in 2011. 

 

Evolving events.  Bike Night was bigger than it has ever 

been; it drew in more people and raised more money in  
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2010 than ever before.  Riverfest was a huge success in 2010 thanks to the strong backing of a motivated group of 

dedicated volunteers as well as support from Skowhegan Savings. 

 

State, national and international recognition and support.  Giffordõs was once again recognized for their high 

quality ice cream.  They brought home several awards and accolades won at the largest international ice cream 

competition in the world.  Skowhegan Savings was named Best Place to Work in Maine.  Sappi was supported by 

state and federal legislators, as well as people throughout the state and country, in an international paper trading 

case, which they won. 

 

Partnerships abound.  New Balance teamed with J. Crew this year to develop a new marketing plan, with Skow-

hegan being a major focus.  New Balance also partnered with the Somerset Public Health Collaborative in bring-

ing a New England-wide 1st Annual Move More Kids conference to Skowhegan, which works on fighting child-

hood obesity.  Main Street Skowhegan and the Chamber of Commerce have and will continue to partner on sev-

eral exciting and upcoming community events. 

 

Tip of the iceberg.  That is just a small portion of our regions story.  There is also the success of the fairgrounds, 

with horse shows and the fair itself.  Lakewood Theater had a thriving year; new businesses are looking to de-

velop in the area, as well as a few new community events being planned for 2011. 

 

 All of this sounds promising, but where do you as a citizen of the community, fit into this?  What role can you 

play in helping Skowhegan be òA Place to Watchó?  Here are three simple steps you can do to help your com-

munity prosper in 2011. 

 

Invite a friend for community events.  Many events we have in Skowhegan help support our local economy by 

generating revenue for community organizations and area businesses.  Whether itõs Riverfest, Bike Night, FAB 

Fair, Haunted Hayrides, or the Skowhegan State Fair, call one friend, who doesnõt live in the Skowhegan region, 

to come and join you.  That out of region visitor would spend money at these events, and if each of us brought 

just one friend, that could easily translate into tens of thousands of dollars in revenue for our community.  

 
Treat everyone like a friend.  If someone is coming to our area, or simply passing through, it is vitally important that we treat 

them with kindness so that they feel good about spending their time and money with us.  If someone has a good experience, 

there is a greater chance of a return visit.  We also need to treat each other with kindness.  Any negative publicity, whether in 

the newspaper or the nightly news, affects us in a negative way.  Not only will people not want to visit and participate in our 

events, but also businesses may be leery of investing in our area by opening a new business or relocating here 

 

Lend a hand.  We used to have a beautiful weeklong 

event, called Log Days, which brought thousands of 

visitors and dollars to the area, which was lost due to 

the lack of volunteers.  If we all can give a little of our 

time or talents, our community can prosper.  There is 

no contribution that is too small.   How about taking 

tickets for one hour at an event?  How about offering 

to stuff envelopes for 20 minutes a week?  Maybe you 

could read to children one hour a month?  Or would 

you be interested in calling bingo, helping support a 

car wash or a bottle drive or donating an item for a 

raffle?  You have no idea how just one instance of this 

community support just once a year would positively 

affect the dozens of non-profit organizations in the 

area.  You have no idea how much more we could all 

do with that òlittleó help.  Whatõs more, you will actu-

ally get something out of it too ð the feeling of being 

part of a community that cares for one another. 

 

The steps are easy and the signs are there- we just 

need to recognize and acknowledge them.  We are 

òA Place to Watchó and 2011 is going to be a great 

year for us. All I ask is for you to be a part of it.  I 

hope to see each and every one of you this year at a 

community event 

 The Paper Klip  
65 Water Street,  

Downtown Skowhegan  

Phone: (207) 474 -9006  

Fax: (207) 474 -8004 
www.warrensofficesuplies.com  
 

-  Office & Computer  

    Supplies  

-  Furniture, Cleaning &  

-  Break room Supplies  

-  Copy & Fax Services  
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 Checking Accounts  *  Savings Accounts  *  Auto Loans  

Certificates of Deposit  *  IRAs  *  Mortgages  

Main Branch, 13 Elm Street, (207) 474 -9511  

Member FDIC/Equal Housing Lender  

A Salute to Our New Members in 2010 
A Listing of Everyone Who Joined In Case You Missed It 
 

Itõs always nice to get new members for the Skowhegan Area Chamber of Commerce as it means we are 

continuing to serve our members in a healthy way.  Being in business for over 70 years we have had 

many businesses be members over the years and a solid base of our members have been with us for five 

or more years.  However, we want to take an opportunity to thank and point out the new members of 

the SACC and hope you will do the same and hopefully they will be with us for many years to come. 
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Serving Central Maine Since 1869  

 Skowhegan  Savings  
Your Partner for the Future  

Community Health & Counseling Center 

Arthur Grant 

78 Madison Avenue 

Skowhegan, ME 04976 

858-4800 

Community Cellular 

Janet Hopkins- Owner 

381 Madison Avenue 

Skowhegan, ME 04976 

474-3341 

Downeast Home Security 

Gary Greenaway 

984 Hartland Road 

Canaan, ME 04924 

938-2816 

Enterprise-Rent-a-Car 

Eric Marsh and Lance Reardon 

198 Madison Avenue 

Skowhegan, ME 04976 

474-8786 

Fairpoint Communications 

1 Davis Farm Road, 1st Floor 

Portland, Me 04103 

648-3950 

Kevin Couture Wedding  

Photography 

Kevin Couture 

71 Leavitt St 

Skowhegan, Maine 04976 
474-0754 

LRC Marketing/Coffee News 

Ray & Lorraine Charloux 

P.O. Box 236 

Newport, Maine 04953 

888-406-2980 

Norridgewock 

Sportsmen  

Association 

Donna Davis 

P.O. Box 115 
Norridgewock, 

Maine 04957 

634-4126 

Redington Memorial Home 

Crystal Tufts 

11 North Ave 

Skowhegan, Maine 04976 

474-2444 

Scentsy 

Larry & Julie Goldsmith 

7 Stanz Way 

Skowhegan, Maine 04976 

431-6626 

Cayfordôs Orchards 

Jason & Heather Davis 

121 Hilton Hill Road 

Skowhegan, ME 04976 

474-5200 

Jen Olsen 

Member-At-Large 

Fonzo's Pizza & Seafood 

Al Dixon 

72 Smithfield Road/PO Box 702 

Norridgewock, Maine 04957 

634-2556 



 

 

Whatõs Going On? 
2011 Events Schedule 
  

The new year is blossoming and ripe for growth as 2010 was a great year for the community events sur-

rounding the Chamber.  Not weighed down by poor weather, which hurt the turnout for the 2009 

events, 2010 was a great year of success for the Chamber events and we expect 2011 to continue that.  

Although many of our events will be back this year, there are some changes that you might like for 2011 

as well. 

 

First off, many of the successful events of the past are back.  The Annual Dinner is the only 2011 event 

to take place yet and that was a huge success with double attendance over 2010.  However the 2010 at-

tendance was steady with what we received in 2009 and previous years as we had the much needed dis-

cussion and decision on revamping the bylaws.  FAB Fair 2010 was again our 2nd most successful event 

in terms of funds raised for the Chamber.  This juggernaut seems to keep pushing forward as we had 

almost exactly the same number of booths from 2009 and a heavy early rush of people as well.  Bike 

Night will be back with modifications in 2011.   The 2010 edition was the biggest and best yet with 1800 

or more visitors estimated throughout the day.  Monetarily it raised great money, but with the high ex-

penses it fell in at #3 on the year.  However in terms of overall attendance at any single event, Bike 

Night was #1.  Moonlight Madness was pulled together in short fashion in 2010, and although it was a 

late start due to it not being decided to be done until late summer, it still could be called a success with 

five live bands, bed races and lots of family fun.  The Harvest Days Golf Tournament saw an increase 

in teams and revenue this year- the first significant increase in a few years which speaks well to future 

success of this event. Finally the Haunted Hayrides, our #1 fundraising event of the year again was the 

top event in 2010 being second in overall attendance and first in reve-

nues.  These events are vital to our bottom line and allow us to con-

tinue to provide the levels of service that we can for the communities 

we serve and we appreciate your support.  All of these events will be 

back in 2011. 

 

Another success of 2010 was the Business After Hours Series.  After a 

down year in 2009 with this program as we had cancellations and in-

consistencies with the programming (and the weather), we got back on 

track in 2010.  Thanks to Julie Goldsmith and an active group of atten-

dees we had two BAHs per month in the first half of the year and 

monthly BAHs throughout the fall for a dozen or so in 2010- more 

than in the previous two years combined.  This gave great exposure to 

many members and 2011 is shaping up well.  Although February is still 

up in the air we do have the rest of the first half of the year planned out 

as follows.  If you would like to host in 2011 please let us know.  Here 

is the 2011 BAH Schedule for the first part of 2011: 

 

 

-   Standard. Handicap,   
and with Sinks  
-   Pump Campers avail.  
-   Hand Sanitizers in each 
Unit  

 
Nicest Units with the Best 
Service for the Best Rates 

Around 

Clean Portable  

Toilets 
643 -2068  
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BAH Schedule for 2011 

 

March- Main Street Skowhegan 

April- Skowhegan Savings 

May- Bangor Savings 

June- Skowhegan History House 

July- OFF 

August- OFF 

 
Additionally we have at least two others throughout the year booked, and with July and August as non-hosting 

months (due to so many people being on vacations), that means very few spots are left so contact us today! 

 

As far as the 2011 Event Schedule goes you will notice two big changes.  First is the summer events in which we 

are combining three of our events in one three-day stretch in August.  For 2011 we are combining Moonlight 

Madness, the Harvest Days Golf Tournament (with Rotary Lobster Bake) and Bike Night into three consecutive 

days.  Main Street Skowhegan is looking to add an event on Sunday so we can have a four-day event in Skow-

hegan, as we used to have for years.  Right now the event is called Summer Fest but that likely will change- how-

ever what wonõt change is how much will be going on for that stretch and how positive it could become for the 

entire area.  The other big change you will notice is the two new events listed without exact dates as the Events 

committee is still working on them.  Although we are not releasing the information on the May event yet as it is 

being formulated, look for a big 2nd quarter promotion from us.  In September we are bringing a Business to 

Business Expo to Skowhegan as we will have an event, different from the FAB Fair, that focuses exclusively on 

businesses.  More details to come on that as well. 

 
Alright here we go with your 2011 Event Schedule as follows.  As always call or e-mail the Chamber office with 

any questions of suggestions or you can always jump on the planning committees for any of these events as we 

always, always, always need more help.  Sponsorships are still available for all events. 

FULL SCHEDULE ON BACK COVER  
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 2011 SACC Event Schedule 
* = events we are not in charge of but are helping with 

Some Events Not Committed to Specific Date 

 

February 4  Annual Dinner Theater 

February 26  FAB Fair at Skowhegan Area High School 

March 19-27  *Main Street Skowhegan Maple Week 

April   * Skow-Pendous 

May   SACC May Event (Details to Follow) 

May 30   Memorial Day Parade 

June 9-10  *Main Street Statewide Conference 

June 18-19  *Relay for Life 

June 29-31  * River Fest 2011 

July 28-30  *Kneading Conference 

August 4   Summer Fest- Moonlight Madness 

August 5   Summer Fest- Harvest Days Golf Tournament 

   Summer Fest- Rotary Lobster Bake 

August 6   Summer Fest- Bike Night 

August 7   Summer Fest- *Main Street Skowhegan Event 

August 11- 20  *Skowhegan State Fair 

   *New Balance Tent Sale 

August 27  * Main Street Skowhegan Block Party 

September  SACC Business to Business Expo 

October 21-22  Haunted Hayrides at the Skowhegan State Fairgrounds 

December 2-4  * Main Street Skowhegan Holiday Stroll 

   


